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St Mark’s Church 
Sellheim 
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From Year Book 1929 to 1931

Bishop’s Charge to Synod, “New Churches”: page 14  July 1931.

The Church of St Mark’s by the permission of the Rector and Wardens of Charters Towers

has just been removed from Sellheim, from whence the population had disappeared, and

been re-erected in the grounds of Bishop’s Lodge. It will serve the needs of the people of

Belgian Gardens whose numbers are rapidly increasing and will also be used as our Chapel

when there are large parties at the Lodge. I have been hoping for eighteen years to build a

Chapel. This one will cost about £130. I have guaranteed the amount. The old Chapel will

not hold more than 12 people and the new one has long been greatly needed. It is possible

that friends, in various parts, may like to help to pay for it. I expect to have a dedication in

August.



Instigated by Bill Smith Snr,               
St Mark’s Church was brought down 
from Sellheim in 1931.

It was placed halfway up Castle Hill. 
and was used as the chapel for 
Bishop’s Lodge



On June 22nd, 1958, the church building was moved to its present location and the 

landing was enclosed. It was rededicated by Archdeacon Hohenhouse



Church Wardens: Specification Job 

No. 6275 Alterations and Additions to 

St Marks Church Hall, Bundock

Street, Belgian Gardens for the 

Corporation of the Diocesan Synod of 

North Queensland, Black and 

Paulsen, Lund, Hutton and Newell 

Architects, Townsville May 1961, 



Vivienne

married

Brian  

Feltham

June 28th

1969



Mothers’ 
Union 
Banner

The Mothers’ Union Banner 

was donated by the Smith 

Family in memory of their 

mother, Rebecca Smith, a 

Mothers’ Union President 

of St Mark’s. It was made by 

Audley Poole and Heather 

Newitt. 

The badges on the banner 

are all past MU Members



L-R: Laura Brudell,           ???,                        ??,  Dorothy Smith, Ethel Whebell, (back) Dorothy Murray (front)



The Church Bell (possibly from Sellheim)



A ramp for disabled access was added in 



The pews probably 
came from Sellheim



Altar 
Frontal

Made by MU Members 

c1970s



Altar Rails

The altar rails were made 

by Fred Smith for the 

family in 1970 in memory 

of their father, Bill Smith 

Snr.



Cross & 
Vases

The cross and vases on the 

altar were originally brass 

but have now been 

chromed.



The original altar cloths 

were made by Mrs Mills and 

Doris Burdell. 

The lace is still in use today. 

The present altar cloth was 

made by Jan Millican with 

edging made by Helen 

Millican.

Altar 

Cloths



Lectern

Probably from Sellheim



The Font

The font was originally from Sellheim

The Baptismal Cross and Candle holders were donated 
by the Walduck family in memory of their aunt May 
Gibson, a MU member.



Hymn Board



Candle sticks

Two wooden candle sticks were purchased by Bill Smith Snr 

for his two Boys Bill and Fred, at a cost of £5 each. 



Originally, the tryptic was above the altar which 

was against the wall. 

When the church was relocated, there was a 

picture on each side of the altar with a blue-green 

curtain behind the altar.



Painting of St 
Mark’s in 
original location

Presented to the 

congregation by Bishop 

John Lewis



Made by JOHN KINCH 



The plaque was donated by 

MU members in memory of 

Ethel Whebell (MU member)



Wardens’ Staff

Trevor Davies, 
Ed Spriggins  (20   -2019)
Ross Garling ( 2020- )



Candle Snuffer

Made by Bill Smith Snr and Bill Stanley 

from the PMG Department



The marble Cross with initials W.B.

perhaps came from Sellheim







May have come from 

Sellheim 



Vestment 
Cupboard

This was an old plan cupboard 

that Archdeacon Hohenhouse

was given by an architect



Vestments 

made and 

donated by 

MU Members



Linen Cloth

Made by MU members  from the MU 

Link branch -Wingham, Canterbury, 

England



The two vases (with rose) at the back of the church came from 

Laura Burdell who was over 100 years old when she died


